St. Joseph’s Justice & Peace Group, Clarkston

Minutes of Meeting held on 23rd September 2025.
1.Opening

The meeting opened with a prayer. 
2.Those Present & Apologies
Present   Monica McAndrew, and John Seenan.
Apologies Charles Church, Michael Carroll, & John Hutcheson. 
New members The Bishop’s Conference Office referred Sr. Kate Midgley to John S. since she wanted to know more about J &. P and Care of Creation in the Paisley diocese.  Kate is a Columban Sister who has spent time as a missionary in China, Chile and Peru doing work with women held in detention and those who have been trafficked. She is a trained Laudato Si animator and has been closely involved with Climate Action vigils. She is now living in Greenock and hopes to attend our meetings once she is clear of work for her order.  
3. Minutes of the last meeting.

The minutes were approved with no amendments or matters arising.

4. Justice & Peace

J &.P Commission Activity &. News
· Collections for the Homeless

We need to know when John H and Christine plan to hold their next collection so that we can assist with the task.  As stated previously, a notice will be posted on the website informing parishioners that this method of collection will replace the annual collection for Starter Packs.

· A conference was held in Stirling on 6th September to launch the Season of Creation initiative. Lorna Gold (Executive Director at Laudato Si) the keynote speaker had to cancel at short notice due to a family bereavement.

· Lorna Gold will be a leading participant at the global Raising Hope Conference which is to be led by Pope Leo between 1st and 3rd October 2025.  Attendance
is by invitation only but the event will be streamed live on Conference@laudatosimovement.org.

· The Commission has drafted a comprehensive paper (37 pages) promoting a campaign to stop trading with Israel’s Illegal Settlements Enterprise.
· The Commission are inviting us to join the Scotland Demands Better March on Saturday 25th October starting at 9.30am outside the Parliament buildings in Edinburgh.

· East Ren Eco Hub

We need someone to represent us at the East Ren Eco Hub.
· Screening Our Oceans

It was agreed that we will screen the Our Oceans video in the hall before the end of the year. John S has agreed to determine the availability of the video.
5.  Care of Creation
· Deanery Activity

We need to establish a method of having a simple report (verbal or written) submitted prior to each meeting indicating what activity is planned or has taken place in each parish. 
· Primary Schools Initiatives
Following the valuable information John H obtained from his contact with St. Joseph’s and Our Lady of the Missions primary schools, we need to agree how the initiatives are to be delivered to the respective congregations by the pupils. It had been planned to discuss this at to our September meeting.

· Eco- Congregation Scotland

There has been a significant improvement in the financial status at E-CS.  This has arisen from a contract having been secured with CrossReach which will result in a new and substantial income stream whereby E-CS will receive income from the sale of electricity generated by the solar panels installed in church buildings or  in properties which are directly linked to them such as care homes.

E-CS aims to actively increase the number of Catholic churches which are members of E-CS. Currently there are 45 out of a total of 452 (9.96%) which compares with the largest group from the Church of Scotland with 395 (38.9%) out of a total of 992. 
We need to give thought to applying to have St. Joseph’s assessed for a silver award and to incorporate other churches in the Deanery into the programme.
Serious consideration needs to be given to bringing St. John’s Barrhead and St. Thomas’ Neilston into the Deanery Group.  John S plans to visit each parish once his driving licence has been re-instated.  He intends to visit St. Bridget’s in the hope of securing a representative. 

· Recycling

A further appeal will be made to Viridor and or East Renfrewshire Council to secure a speaker who is familiar with recycling plastics.
6.  
Although the next parliamentary election is some way off, it would be sensible to discuss in outline how and where we would hold the next hustings meeting and how it should be funded
7.
 AOB  
John referred to the memorable talk given in the hall on 10th September by Timothy Cho which was organised by Aid to the Church in Need.
Timothy gave an eloquent account of his oppressive early life in the North Korean dictatorship explaining the trauma he experienced in escaping from the Country no fewer than three times.
Monica suggested we should circulate a questionnaire to parishioners seeking their views on how they perceive Justice & Peace and seeking suggestions on how we might structure our programmes to better meet their needs. 
9. 
The meeting ended with a prayer.
